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Schedule of Flying Events and Meetings        October 2022 
Date Day Location Time Notes 

INDOOR EVENTS     

Nov 5 Sat Osawatomie, KS 8:30 am Indoor Flying 

Nov 19 Sat Osawatomie, KS 8:30 am Indoor Flying 

Nov 22 Tues Overland Park, KS 7:00 pm HAFFA Monthly Meeting 

Dec 10 Sat Osawatomie, KS 8:30 am Indoor Flying 

Dec 20 Tues Overland Park, KS 7:00 pm HAFFA Monthly Meeting 

Jan 7 Sat Osawatomie, KS 8:30 am Indoor Flying 

Jan 17 Tues Overland Park, KS 7:00 pm HAFFA Monthly Meeting 

Feb 4 Sat Osawatomie, KS 8:30 am Indoor Flying 

Feb 21 Tues Overland Park, KS 7:00 pm HAFFA Monthly Meeting 

Mar 4 Sat Osawatomie, KS 8:30 am Indoor Flying 

Mar 21 Tues Overland Park, KS 7:00 pm HAFFA Monthly Meeting 

Apr 1 Sat Osawatomie, KS 8:30 am Annual Indoor Contest 

Outdoor Events     

May 6 & 7 
Sat & 
Sun Marion, KS 

All Day – Both 
Days Tentative WHAM Annual Contest 

 

Editorial – A number of changes, so please note carefully. First, the calendar of events, a number of dates 

have been changed. There was no indoor flying in October, so there are two in November, both on Nov. 4th 
and again on Nov. 19th. The December flying date has been bumped from Dec. 3rd out to Dec. 10th because 
the city of Osawatomie is having a Christmas party in the auditorium on the third. So far all the 2023 dates are 
solid.  
Next, the monthly meeting time and placed has been changed, maybe forever. We are moving our Nov. 
meeting from the Johnson County libraries to Mike Schmidt’s place of employment. This is at the DLR Group  
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Architectural Firm, located at 7290 W 133rd St. in Overland Park. This is two short blocks north of the 
intersection of Metcalf Ave. and 135th St. The Meeting time is shifting from 6:00 pm to a 7:00 pm start. I have 
not seen it, but Mike’s firm has a large meeting room with a large screen and projector, and meeting will be 
scheduled to end at 9:00 pm, but there won’t be a librarian to kick us out when programs inevitably run late. 
Elections of the HAFFA officers for 2023 are scheduled for the November meeting as well, and lastly dues for 
2023 are due. After some discussion, it was decided to keep the dues at $20.00 for the year. The extra money 
generated by a $5.00 increase is not worth the ill will, and we are OK financially at the moment. 
 
From Jeff Renz on our Annual HAFFA Outdoor Contest at Marion, KS, on Oct. 1st & 2nd: 
 

To All:   
 The 21st h Annual HAFFA Outdoor 2022 Contest / NFFS National Cup Meet resulted in a great weekend of 
contest flying! No rain this year (dry field) and mild temperatures! The winds were hitting 8 mph from 
the East-South-East, and were just slightly higher around noon. Most competitors flew throughout the 
day with no impediments. Sunday flying turned out great with plenty of thermals and steady wind as 
well. We were able to get all the flying done by 3pm Sunday afternoon. 
 
 I would like to congratulate Chuck Powell of the Wichita club for his 2022 Marion Cup win! Chuck Powell 
put up many good flights for the cup and flew the most events with 27 “CUP points”. The closest person, 
in 2nd place, with “Cup points” was our own member Tim Pivonka. 
There was plenty of thermal activity on Sunday.  Many flyers had planes sucked up in thermals....just 
gone…. like Tim Pivonka and Dana Field....with others chasing planes for a couple miles, like Jeff Englert 
and Chuck Powell. Thanks again to Matt Wiebe for the “big chase” and the use of his four wheeler! One of 
the highlights and a great crowd pleaser was Matt Wiebe flying his giant Lanzo, with its Cyclone 60, doing 
ROGs. So stable and graceful in flight!  See photo link with 40 photos and video at bottom of this email.  
 

 I would truly like to thank to everyone who competed: Phil Buress, David Wiebe, Matt Wiebe, Jeff 
Englert, Bob Hanford, Chuck Powell, George Avila, Marty Kline, Mike Fedor, Phil 
Buress, Robert Dunham, Dennis Baker, Suman Saripalli, Tim Pivonka, Dana Field, Bill Ledden from CO. 
and Rick Arland from Des Moines. Our HAFFA club appreciates your time and effort traveling to Marion 
to make this a successful contest. 

 I want to thank everyone for coming to the Marion contest.  I would like to thank Jeff Englert for running 
the FAC events for our club again this year and especially for his help doing the finally tally and rankings 
at the end of the day yesterday. I would like thank Mike Basta for being a good sounding board this year 
helping me through multiple phone calls and resurrecting the trophy cup for 2022.   Also I would like to 
thank Dana Field from our club for being the CO-CD this year. I would like to thank Jeff Nisley for all his 
printing efforts and all the work he did associated with the contest awards and getting website really 
looking great. Our local club members, Roie and Cheryl Black, came down Saturday and helped with 
tracking & timing the events, Charlie and Liz made it down on Saturday afternoon and helped with timing 
and sorting our contest awards through Sunday. I might add Charlie and Liz performed double duty on 
Saturday with running the Olathe Naval Air Station Kansas 80th anniversary event, building FP9 airplanes 
for the kids and then driving to Marion. Thanks to Suman for all his help with Marion cup score tally and 
score sheets and helping with set-up and tear-down of tents, tables and “winding platforms”. 
 

 I would like to thank Chuck P. and Jeff Englert for coordinating all this with me over the days before the 
event. We can look towards 2023. 
 

Jeff Renz 
HAFFA CD. 
 
 



~ 3 ~ 

Indoor – Not a whole lot to put in here. Flying for the 2022 – 23 season begins next month, with all of the dates 
published above on the calendar, and all of the events in the last newsletter. So I am sticking in a Dave Higgins article on 
how to trim your indoor gliders. 
 

 Trimming Indoor Gliders for Cat. 1 & 2 Ceilings Dave Higgins – Feb. 2015 

  

1. Do a low speed glide by pushing, not throwing, the glider with the nose slightly down and seeing which way the 
glider wants to glide. Usually the stab is glued on with a tilt or the rudder is crooked. If the glider goes straight, 
which is very rare, I will make the glider go to the left, only because I normally make my own gliders go to the 
left. Add or remove clay from the nose to get best low speed glide. 

2.  Add a pea size piece of clay to the left wing (for a left gliding turn) as required to tighten turn, if a tighter turn is 
required. Also, add a little left rudder (around 1/32", but no more than 1/16" offset at the top of the rudder).  

3. 3. Here is the trick for transitioning: add about 1/32" to 1/16" of wash-in to the left wing (for left turning glider). 
I torque the entire left wing's inboard panel (about 1/4" down at the T.E.) and breath hard (for about 30 
seconds) on the upper surface of the wing, and then hold the torqued wing for about another minute. There will 
be a lot of spring back, but there should be around 1/32" to 1/16" of residual wash-in.  

4. 4. Repeat the low speed glide test to make sure the glide circle and glide angle is still good.  
5. 5. Hand launch the glider with a hard throw with the glider's nose slightly down and with a lot of left wing bank 

(15 to 45 degrees, assuming a left turning glider). The glider should climb and yaw to the left while rolling to the 
right. If the glider never climbs (it just stays in a dive), you will have to adjust (using heavy breathing again) 
around 1/64" of up elevator at a time until the glider has just enough decalage to climb, but not loop.  

6.  Assuming you did everything for a left hand turning glide, catapult launch the glider slightly nose up with the 
left wing pointed down toward the ground at around 15 to 45 degrees (sometimes you have to go almost 90 
degrees due to right rolling tendencies). Here is what should happen when you catapult the glider: the left wing 
wash-in will roll the glider to the right as the glider rockets up and yaws to the left due to the left rudder 
adjustment. As the glider slows down, the roll to right should stop at wings level when the glider reaches 
maximum altitude, then the low speed left turn, due to right stab tilt, left rudder adjustment and clay on the left 
wing, will take over. On gliders with T.E. flaps, I adjust the left flap about 1/16" to 1/8" lower than the right wing 
flap (for a left turning glider) in lieu of warping wash-in into the entire left inboard wing. 

 

Outdoor – Again, not too much to talk about. Our contest was discussed above in Jeff Renz’s dissertation, and the four 
events + Thermic Glider for our 2023 Club Championship were also published in the last newsletter. Congratulations 
again to Jeff Renz for winning both the club championship and the Thermic Glider event. Again, too bad he doesn’t have 
a fireplace mantle to put the trophies on. So, now a few pictures from the contest: 
 

                                       
                                Tim Pivonka, Jeff Renz, and Chuck Powell getting ready for the Thompson-Greve Mass Launch 
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                Tim Pivonka again with his Thompson – Greve racer  Dennis Baker with his P-30. Looks like a “Square Eagle” 
 
 

                                                           
                                                Dana Field presenting Jeff Renz with the HAFFA Club Outdoor and Thermic Trophies 

 

Plan – Following is the Plan of the Month, Gary Hodson’s Wart A-6, He briefly held the national record for Cat II ceilings 
under our 27 ft Osawatomie site. This was broken by a model flying under a 51 ft ceiling. This should be competitive!!! 
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Plan not full size – reduced to fit, can be enlarged to actual size. 

 


